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1 66 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

David or the perfect life of our Lord. He will use the Bible as 
a source of teaching, because it reveals to him eternal truths 
taught and experienced by men under the influence of God's 
spirit. But since he knows them to have been conditioned and 
limited by circumstances and forms of thought long since 
outgrown, he will not confuse "revelation" with "permanent 
authority." Authority he will find in the complete, and not the 
progressive, revelation. 
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THE AUTONOMY OF FAITH. 

2 Cor. 1:24. "Not that we have lordship over your faith, 
but are helpers of your joy : for by faith ye stand." 

There were not many affairs of the Corinthian church over which 
Paul did not extend his apostolic authority. About matters of dress, 
of conduct, of doctrine — a very different thing from Faith — he gave 
directions freely and without hesitation. But Faith he knew to be 
autonomous. To make it wait upon Obedience would be a reversion 
to the Judaism he combated. Religious life, to be at its best, must 
be untrammeled. When one is forbidden to trust his own interpre- 
tation of the voice of God, he is forbidden the gospel. The Christ of 
God did not die to lay new commands upon an already burdened 
human conscience, but to show the way to a spontaneous righteous- 
ness, the fruit of generous impulses, themselves the fruit of the Spirit. 
Therefore it is that Obedience is the darling and Faith the fear of 
legalists of all ages. May God give us strength to stand in the liberty 
wherewith Christ has made us free ! 



